Secondary School Transition
Information and the Process
2019-2020
By Sam Lord
Transition Coordinator

INTRODUCTION
Choosing a secondary school is a big decision for you and your child.
This presentation highlights the main points, key dates and the process
you will need to understand to complete your CAF for secondary school
transfer.
The secondary school transition window for thousands of parents every
year, for Year 6 pupils, lasts 10 weeks. The start date that parents, carers
and guardians can begin their application online is 1st September 2018.
The final day that THEY MUST complete their Secondary School application
form is 31st October 2018.
Last year, almost 10% of RBKC applicants were not offered one of their
preferred schools, over 14% of Hammersmith & Fulham applicants were
not offered one of their preferred schools, and over 10% of Westminster
applicants were NOT OFFERED one of their preferred schools. Parents
did not use their 6 choices and therefore lost out.

It is extremely important to research your school options before submitting an
application.
Information about how places will be allocated can be found in the Secondary
School brochure, “Your choice for Secondary School Transfer”, available
from your local authority (RBKC), on their website, in the school admissions
area, secondary school applications. The brochure is down-loadable in a PDF
format.
Additional copies will be available at local libraries and local community
centers.
The A4 “Hints and Tips” booklet is available to everybody in a hard
copy. It is also available in alternative formats and in different languages. Please
request the language you require from school admissions department.
T
he booklet will be at your primary school from September.
This booklet gives key help, support and the secondary schools dates to
visit the schools you are interested in for your child(s)
I absolutely recommend visiting the schools on the open days & evenings

At any point in the process you can contact the Admissions Team for
advice;

Tel: 020 7745 6434 Email: school.admissions@lbhf.gov.uk
Tel: 020 7745 6432 Email: school.admissions@rbkc.gov.uk

Tel: 020 7745 6433 Email: schooladmissions@westminster.gov.uk
Tel: 020 8871 7316 Email: admissions@wandsworth.gov.uk

Information about how places will be allocated can be found in the
Secondary School brochure, available from the local authority’s
website where you and your child live. This is downloadable in a PDF
format.
Every Local Authority will produce its own brochure for their
secondary school places in their local authority.

Where Your Y6 pupils went to in September 2018 from St
Barnabas and St Philips ….
FULHAM CROSS GIRLS = 1 LBHF

FULHAM COLLEGE BOYS = 2 LBHF

LADY MARGARET SCHOOL FOR GIRLS = 3 LBHF

CHELSEA ACADEMY COE = 8 RBKC
HOLLAND PARK (ACADEMY) = 13 RBKC
WESTMINSTER CITY BOYS = 1 WESTMINSTER

Total: 6 SECONDARY SCHOOLS

3 LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Where Your Y6 pupils went to in September 2018 From St
Mary Abbotts COE School…
FULHAM BOYS FREE SCHOOL = 1 LBHF

LADY MARGARET SCHOOL FOR GIRLS = 2 LBHF
CHELSEA ACADEMY COE = 7 RBKC
ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC COLLEGE = 1 RBKC
HOLLAND PARK (ACADEMY) = 3 RBKC
ASHCROFE TECHNOLOGY ACADEMY = 2 WANDSWORTH
GREY COATS HOSPITAL SCHOOL COE = 3 WESTMINSTER
TWYFORD COE = 1 EALING
7 INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS.
Total: 8 STATE SECONDARY SCHOOLS

5 LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Key things to do for Secondary
School Transfer (1)
1. Download your local authority secondary school brochure for information
and facts on your local secondary schools in your LA.
2. Decide with your child(s) what secondary schools you would like to visit.
You have 6 choices. (I urge you to visit all your secondary school
choices)
3. Set times and dates together, when you and your child can visit these
secondary schools. (It is an authorized absence to take your child out of
primary school to visit secondary schools during transition)
4. When visiting the secondary schools, please be realistic about your
choice and the reasons why you like this school.
5. Consider the following points;
• What sort of school would your child(s) be suited too?
• Is your child(s) Arty, Creative, Musical, Scientific, Technical, Academic
or Sportive.
• Does your child aspire with more assisted pastoral support?

Key things to do for Secondary
School Transfer (2)
1. Is your child organized and able to cope in a large environment?
2. Would a smaller environment be better suited for your child(s)?
3. How difficult is it for your child to travel to this school, throughout the
seasons of the year?
4. What methods of transport could your child use to get to this school?
5. What does the extra curricular programme of activities offer for your
child(s) to get involved with after school?
6. How easy would these be to access during the dark winter months?
7. When visiting the school ask lots of questions to the young people
showing you around and to the subject teachers;
8. Examples could be;
9. What are the school dinners like? What is your favorite subject at this
school and why? What happens if you are bullied at this school?

Key things to do for Secondary
School Transfer (3)
1. What extra curriculum activities does this school offer for my year group?
2. How does the detention system work at this school? (on the day or 24 hours
notice)
3. Look at the notice boards and other things that are advertised on the school
notice boards and walls. This will give you a good current overview of the school
4. Don’t be fooled by the cosmetics of a school, as some schools would of
received building schools for the future monies and other schools would of
missed out.
5. You are looking at the teaching and learning in this school and how young
people in the school present themselves.
6. Also asked about Contextual Value Added? Something now Ofsted look for in
their inspection of schools. It s not just about GCSE achievement, its about the
young person as a holistic person within their community.
7. Do not listen to gossip. Schools change from year to year under new
leadership, SLT teams and curriculum.

Key things to do for Secondary
School Transfer (4)
1. What was or is right or wrong for another parent and their child, does not
mean it will be the same for you and your child(s).
2. After the visits, identify the schools you liked in order of preference, 1- 6
3. The most ideal school for your child(s) first and the other schools in order
of how you liked them.
4. The preferences will be 1 – 6.
5. However please do not choose a school that you could not see your child
attending. All choices must be realistic.
6. I recommend that you revisit the schools you really like on a “working
morning”.
7. Most schools offer these up and you will see the school operating in an normal
working day. This gives you an all round overview of the school.
8. When decisions are now made, go on line to your local authority e line CAF
application.
9. Register, follow the instructions and complete your secondary school
application choices.
10. You can change your mind up to 31st October 2018.

What is Contextual Value Added?
•
•

•

•
•

•

•
•

The examination results attained by pupils provide important information about the
performance of a school - for example, the number getting five good GCSEs or equivalent
tells us how many are well prepared for advanced levels of study.
But we know that every child is different and each will have their own learning needs: some
will have to do a lot of catching up to get five GCSEs or equivalent; for others seven or eight
good grades will be relatively easily attained; and for some (perhaps with significant special
educational needs) one or two qualifications might be a huge achievement. We therefore
also measure the progress made by pupils from one stage of their education to the next.
When comparing the performance of schools it is important to recognise the progress they
have helped pupils make. Simple Value Added (VA), which was first published in the
Achievement and Attainment Tables in 2002, did this by comparing the qualifications
achieved in Year 11 against a pupil's starting point (or prior attainment) - the results
attained in the KS2 tests in Year 6.
CVA is not very different from simple VA. The basic principle of measuring progress from the
KS2 test to qualifications attained at KS4 remains the same.
However, a number of other factors which are outside a school's control, such as gender,
special educational needs, movement between schools, and family circumstances, are also
known to affect pupils' performance. CVA therefore goes a step further than simple VA by
taking these factors into account and thus gives a much fairer measure of the effectiveness of
a school.
This means that comparisons with other schools are more meaningful, for example, when
comparing the performance of a school in a leafy suburb with the performance of one in an
inner city area - both of which might face quite different challenges.
Because a school's CVA score is relative to the national picture, each year, a school's score
for one year is not comparable with its score the year before.
Nine (9) points are considered in CVA.

London educates 16% of the country’s population of school aged children;
that is 1,331,275 children aged between 3 and 18.
RBKC has 6 state schools, 8 independent schools and 2 special schools and
an alternative provision.
H&F has 12 state schools, 5 independent schools and 2 special schools and
an alternative provision
Wandsworth has 11 state schools, 18 independent schools and 8 special
schools and alternative provision

Westminster has 12 state schools, 13 independent schools and 2 special
schools and an alternative provision.
RBKC, Westminster & H&F are in the top 12 Inner London Boroughs for
number of pupils achieving the EBACC

Overview of Types of Schools on Offer!
•

Community schools, supported by the local council and not influenced by
business or religious groups

•

Foundation schools ( faith) and voluntary schools, have more freedom to
change the way they do things than community schools, school ethos based
around the faith of the school

•

Academies, run by a governing body, independent from the local council they can follow a different curriculum. ( They are run as small businesses)

•

Free schools are funded by the government but aren’t run by the local council. They
have more control, themselves over how they do things. ( They choose their curriculum)

•

Grammar schools, run by the council, a foundation body or a trust - they
select all or most of their pupils based on academic ability and there is often
an exam to get in.
Independent schools (Private schools) Follow mandatory subjects and then
set their own curriculum.

•

Types of schools in more depth
Academies = Academies are publicly funded independent schools.
Academies don’t have to follow the national curriculum, but must teach the statutory
subjects, English and Math’s. They can set their own term times. They still have to follow the
same rules on admissions, special educational needs and exclusions as other state schools.
Academies get money direct from the government, not the local council. They’re run by an
academy trust which employs the staff.
Some Academies have sponsors such as businesses, universities, other schools, faith groups
or voluntary groups. Sponsors are responsible for improving the performance of their
schools.

Types of schools out there
Free School = Free schools are funded by the government but are not run by the local
council. They have more control over how they do things. They have an over arching
governing body, which is usually parents of the school, who make the day to day decisions
about the running and teaching in the school.
They’re ‘all-ability’ schools, so can’t use academic selection processes like a grammar school.

Free schools can set their own pay and conditions for staff change the length of school terms
and the school day. They don’t have to follow the national curriculum. But must teach the
stator subject (English and Math’s).
Studio Schools = Studio schools are small schools - usually with around 300 pupils - delivering
mainstream qualifications through project-based learning. This means working in realistic
situations as well as learning academic subjects.
Students work with local employers and a personal coach, and follow a curriculum designed
to give them the skills and qualifications they need in work, or to take up further education.

Community School = supported by the local council and not influenced by business or
religious groups. The local authority employs the schools' staff, owns the schools' lands
and buildings, and has primary responsibility for admissions.
Faith School = Faith schools are mostly run like other state schools.
They have to follow the national curriculum except for religious studies. where they are
free to teach about their own religion and promote its ethos, on a daily basis as well as
teach other world religious faiths as part of the national curriculum.
Special School = Special schools with pupils aged 11 and older can specialize in 1 of the 4
areas of special educational needs:
communication and interaction, cognition and learning, social, emotional and mental
health, sensory and physical needs.
Schools can further specialize within these categories to reflect the special needs they help
with, e.g. Autistic spectrum disorders, visual impairment or speech, language and
communication needs (SLCN).
Independent Schools = Private schools charge fees to attend instead of being funded by the
government. Pupils don’t have to follow the national curriculum but the must teach the
Statutory subjects (English, Math's and Science)

All private schools must be registered with the government and are inspected regularly.

ARK SCHOOLS
Ark is an education charity and claims it is one of the country’s topperforming academy operators.
ARK Schools, are a group of 35 9 and rising every year) high-achieving,
non-selective academies across the UK
All ARK schools aim to give children from all backgrounds an exceptional
education - and real choices about their future.
Ark schools are part of a group of schools nationally, that share resources
and ideas with other ARK schools, and help each other to excel.
Each ARK school has its own distinctive character but they all share the
same goal: to make sure every pupil does well enough to go to university or
pursue the career of their choice.
Ark schools start from Nursery and go right through to sixth form.
Ark Schools feed into one another and share resources.
Ark Schools follow 6 principals; High expectations, Exemplary behavior,
Excellent teaching, Depth before breadth, More time for learning and
Knowing every child.

Terminology of Placements:
Foundation Places = A place that stipulates that you belong to a faith of the
school you are considering.
None Foundation places ( Open Places) = mean they are open applications
and you do NOT have to be of the faith of that school to apply for a place.
Some schools will offer Aptitude Places = specialist places at the school for
specific subjects. I recommend you all apply for aptitude places, if you can,
as its two bits at the cherry and you will know if you will be considered for
an aptitude place before the end of October 2018.

Different schools offer different Aptitude places, it all depends on what the
school specializes in.
Independent schools, will have their own specific test called 11+ test or
entrance exam for a place in their school.
Some independent schools will offer Scholarship places, from 50% to
100% depending on the subject and what it is they are looking for that
year.

SCHOOLS IN KENSINGTON AND CHELSEA
Chelsea Academy COE RBKC,
180 Places in year 7,
Science Specialism Academy
50% of its places are foundation places and 50% are open places. OFSTED
graded the school Outstanding.
It has 18 places available for music aptitude test.
Music aptitude applicants must submit the music supplementary form to the
Academy by Sunday 7th October and attend for a music aptitude test on
Saturday 13th October 9am
Results will be released by Tuesday 23rd October.
Regular attendance at church must have been for at least one year, on at least
two occasions per month.
Christian churches or chapels must be members of Churches Together in Britain
and Ireland or of the Evangelical Alliance or Afro-Caribbean Evangelical Alliance

755 applications to the school in 2018.
Open places offers were made up to 2. 3 miles from the school.

•

Holland Park school ( Academy)
Mixed Comprehensive.
Outstanding OFSTED
Specialism English.
240 places available in Year 7

•
•
•
•

There are four ability bands: A, B, C and D. Offers are made
equally within each band (25%) in accordance with the
admission criteria. Banding test Saturday 25 November at 8.30am-1pm
Failure to attend will mean your child will not be allocated to an ability
band. Holland Park School will write to you with arrangements
for the test and the time your child needs to arrive at the school. If you do not
receive communication from the school by Thursday 23 November 2017,
you are advised to either contact the school on 020 7908 1000 or the
Royal Borough’s Admissions Team on 020 7745 6432.

•

24 places will be offered to applicants who can demonstrate an aptitude
and capacity to succeed in the visual arts, especially art and design. Art
aptitude application to be returned direct to school by 25 September 2017 at
4pm. Art aptitude testing Saturday 7 October at 8.30am
Art aptitude results to parents By Friday 20th October 2018
1715 applied for this school in 2018.

•

•

The furthest they took a pupil from was .7 of a mile form the school.

Kensington Aldridge Academy is a performing and creative Arts Academy.
Mixed and non- selective.
It is in RBKC in North Kensington.
There are 180 places in Year 7.
Kensington Aldridge Academy (KAA) is recognised as one of the top academies in the UK.
In 2017 Ofsted graded the school not only “outstanding” in all areas but “exceptional”.
KAA in 2018 were awarded TES Secondary School of the Year.

KAA serve a diverse and ambitious west London community. They are an inclusive school
in which every child is treated as intelligent and individual.
KAA opened in brand new buildings in 2014. The Academy offers modern facilities and a
wide ranging enrichment and extra curricula programme.
KAA has partnerships with Godolphin & Latymer and Charterhouse independent schools
that offer their students access to opportunities that are unique in the state sector. KAA are
also partnered with LAMDA and the Royal Academy of Dance and have a specialism in
performing and creative arts subjects.
KAA have the usual admissions criteria. However they do have a priority boundary
admissions area. A map is available in the RBKC Brochure and on their website.
They take children nearest to the school.
The furthest they took pupils last year was
2.386 Miles.
495 applied for this Academy in 2018.

St Thomas More Language College. STMLC is an inclusive, oversubscribed, mixed,
multi-ethnic Catholic comprehensive school located in the heart of Chelsea, just off Sloane
Square. SIP is required and a Certificate of Catholic Practice.

Usually only Catholic children get into this school.
STMLC Specialism is Languages
120 Places in Year 7
Thomas More Language College (STMLC) is described by its students as “a family”
STMLC is academic and has a pastoral focus with a creative curriculum.
STMLC has traditional high expectations in terms of conduct and uniform, and a clear
focus on developing learning and relationships. It offer a wide range of extra curriculum
activities such as the Duke of Edinburgh, team sport events, and performing arts.
STMLC is recognised by Ofsted and the Diocese as being ‘Outstanding’ in all areas.
It measures it distance by an electronic routing method administered by Hope wiser
Limited, which measures distance “as the “crow flies” from each individual property to the
main entrance of the school.
STMLC has Banding Test. 3 Band A – C B1= 30 Pupils, B2 = 60 Pupils and Band C = 30
Pupils.
Banding tests are held on 10th and 17th November 2018.

628 applied to this school in 2018.

All Saints Catholic College ( previously known as Sion-Manning RC Girls school).
It is a voluntary aided Catholic School.
It is an extremely successful secondary school in the heart of North Kensington.
All Saints went mixed and changed its name in September 2018.
There are 120 places in year 7. ( 50% to Girls and 50% to Boys).
All Saints offers outstanding teaching and learning and a strong approach to discipline.
Their results over the past three years have improved significantly with a 13% point
increase in the last year alone.
Their Summer results were successful this year.
At All Saints College Students feel valued within their Catholic community and they forge
strong relationships with parents to ensure success for all students.
The College offers a wide ranging extra-curricular offer so that all students can develop
new interests and skills that will help to prepare them for life beyond school.
This year All saints was very over subscribed and many Catholic families choose this
school, as it went mixed.
All saints College do not have a banding test. The will facilitate CAT Tests, after you have
received your place at the College.
325 applied for this College in 2018.

Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School is an all boys, Catholic mixed ability school.

It is in North Kensington.

There are 124 places in Year 7 split into three ability bands.
There are 31 places in ability band 1 (above average ability), 62 in band 2 (average ability) and 31 in band 3
(below-average ability).

CVMS expects high performance of its pupils in public examinations: year after year the school tops national
league tables, regularly outperforming many selective and fee-paying schools.
The Times, this year, ranked CVMS as the highest performing comprehensive school for boys in the
country. The Attainment 8 score for 2018 is 65.5, while the Performance 8 score looks set to exceed 0.6.

CVMS unapologetically has a traditional outlook: they expect hard work from pupils and staff, and support
from the parents.
Regular homework in all subjects is set. High standards of discipline are expected and enforced. pupils’ learning
is supplemented by state-of the-art technology.
At the heart of the school’s success, lies its Catholic ethos, this binds them all together, creating a sense of unity,
which defines a sense of purpose, which creates real momentum.
There are Up to 12 offers available to boys with the highest score in the aptitude test. There are 3 places
available in ability band 1, 6 in band 2 and 3 in band 3.
Deadline for applying for music aptitude place Monday 1 October at 5pm. Music aptitude test during the week
commencing 8 October (this is for music aptitude applicants only) Music aptitude results to parents By Monday
29 October
947 Applied to this school in 2018

OUT OF BOROUGH SCHOOLS (LBHF)
Fulham Cross Girls’ School

(Language Specialism)

135 Places

Fulham Cross is an all girls, all-ability, non-faith school that celebrates everyone as an
individual. It is part of the Fulham College Academy Trust, a group of schools that includes

Fulham College Boys’ School and Fulham Enterprise Studio (FES).
It is in the south of LBHF, Just off Lillie Road and Munster Road.
FCGS has had an outstanding OFSTED since 2009 and is renowned for its pastoral and
academic support to its’ students, as well as exceptional outcomes.
The girls are independent and make choices with integrity and intelligence.
FCGS believe that every young woman should be empowered to be bold, brave and ready
to overcome the challenges that girls and women face to succeed in today’s society.

“It is a truly exceptional school that changes girls’ lives through the commitment
to Empowering Tomorrow’s Women”.
FCGS is always over subscribed and will give priority to LBHF Girls.
For the past 5 years it has been in the top 5% nationally for progress.
FCGS had 354 applications in 2018.
Siblings = 39. The remaining places went to pupils, who lived up to 1.8 miles
No Banding Test

CAT Tests when offered a place.

Fulham College Boys’ School 135 Places (specialist Science)
Fulham College Boys’ School is the only non-faith boys’ school in LBHF.
It is part of the Fulham College Academy Trust, a group of schools that includes Fulham Cross
Girls’ School and Fulham Enterprise Studio (FES). The FES is a Sixth Form provision that
specialises in Business, Sport (with Chelsea FC), Health and Social Care and Construction.
Routes in to university, apprenticeships and work are personalised for each learner.
FCBS is a small school that boasts academic excellence in a friendly and supportive
environment. When Ofsted visited in February 2018 they said, ‘FCBS has a positive school
atmosphere, where pupils value the community spirit and have access to a good quality of
education’.
Boys make better than expected progress in their GCSE examinations, no matter what their
starting point. Each boy also takes part in an extensive enrichment programme with activities
ranging from Duke of Edinburgh, American Football, Debating Society and Creative writing.
Ofsted also say, ‘A crucial element of the school’s continued success is the ‘ACHIEVE’ principles
that pervade all aspects of school life. This encourages pupils to ‘Aim high and be ambitious,
Celebrate diversity, Help each other, Inspire through leadership, Embrace opportunity, Value the
environment and Exceed their targets’.
No Banding Test

CAT Tests when offered a place. All LBHF male residents will be

prioritised for this school.

Lady Margaret Girls Academy

120 places

(Banding Test) to be held on Friday 16th November 2018.
COE (SIP Form) 67 Foundation places
(Distance only on tie breaks)
53 Open Places ( Distance closest to school)
Appointment only to visit the school on Thursday 4th October and
Friday 5th October 2018.
796 applications in 2018.

F B1 = 17 up to 1.5M, FB2 = 33 up to 2.17 M, FB3 = 17 up to 1.85M.
OB1 = 13 up to .246M, OB2 = 27 up to .377M, OB3 =12 up to
.259M.

Fulham Boys Free School (COE) 120 places.
Admission Criteria is the following:
LAC, Founders, Staff, Sports aptitude test, COE, Christian and Open Places.

8 Sports aptitude places. Apply directly to the school for the information
and registration form.
50% of places to COE and Christians. 50% of places to open places.
1 mile and 2 mile admissions zone. (see map)
Measurement taken from Heckfield Place, SW6 5NL, site of new school,
Fulham Broadway, in Sept 2019.
No Banding Test only CAT Tests after your offer.
Foundation Band 1 = 15, Band 2 = 16, Band 3 = 15.
Open Places = OP 1 =14, OP 2 = 29, OP 3 = 15.

All places are random allocation.

OUT OF BOROUGH SCHOOL ( WESTMINSTER)
•
•

•

Marylebone Boys School (Free School) 120 places in Year 7 in Westminster, in
the Paddington basin. It has moved there in 2018, as a brand new school.
Marylebone Boys school is an academically rigorous school with an emphasis
on good behaviour, commitment to learning and outstanding teaching.
Expectations are high for all pupils. Those who need extra time and support will be
helped and expected to achieve their full potential.
The school’s focus is on the core of mainstream academic subjects - English,
maths, science, languages, history and geography –which prepare a child for a
lifetime of learning.

•
•
•
•

Banding Tests.
Four ability bands A-D 25% of highest score in each band ( 30 places per band)
Band A = distance up to 1.59M Band B = 1.68M, Band C = 2.37M
Band D= 2.28M.

•

There are four dates to choose from in September and October for the banding
test. All information on the school website.

•

50% of its cohort from local Westminster feeder schools and 50% from other
schools, judged on straight line distance.
495 Applied for this school in 2018

•

St Marylebone School for Girls COE.
Specialism Performing arts, maths, computing, SEN.
180 Places in Year 7
The school has a culture of achievement which is fuelled by a love of learning, grounded in Christian
values and driven by a dynamic creativity and a joyful sense of community.
The school has high expectations and benefits from outstanding teaching. Students develop
independent learning skills, social conscience, creativity and self-confidence.
The school staff both inspire and support. They encourage young people to identify and address their
difficulties, learn from mistakes, overcome obstacles and know themselves and the world in a wider
context.
The pupils enjoy all the opportunities of the school’s inner London setting, making the most of the
city’s arts, culture, business and enterprise for their students’ enrichment.
The school see’s itself as a haven of creativity, learning and reflection.

Performing arts places. These are offered to applicants whose daughters can demonstrate a specific
aptitude for one of the
performing arts (dance, drama, music or choral).
12 Choral Places and 24 Musical instrument places. There is no number quoted for Drama and Dance
places.
All information on their website.
Performing arts application forms must be returned to the school by Thursday 20th September 2018.
Girls will be invited for audition. Thursday 27th September 4.30pm Music and choral 1st round
aptitude test
Saturday 6th October Music and choral 2nd round aptitude test
Saturday 6th October Dance and drama aptitude test.

693 Applied to this school in 2018.

The Grey Coat Hospital School, is a COE school for girls aged 11 to 18, which is mixed in
the sixth form.
The school has 151 Places in Year 7
The school has strong values, committed to ensuring that each student is known as an
individual, develops the knowledge, skills and personal qualities to lead successful and
fulfilling lives.
The aim of The Grey Coat Hospital is “to enable students to take charge of their learning,
make decisions based on Christian values, live in the world as independent women and men
and meet the challenges of the twenty-first century”.
The school’s aim is for excellence both in and out of the classroom, seeking to develop the
qualities of inquisitiveness, resilience, independence, humility and kindness.
The school ensures each student experiences a challenging learning journey and learns in
a reflective, creative and vibrant atmosphere in which all their students may thrive.
They emphasise the learning of languages in this school.
There are up to 15 places to be offered to applicants solely on the strength of their
aptitude for languages.
Language assessment tests are held at Regency Street, SW1P 4GH. No booking required.
Tuesday 9th October
(Outcome of test notified by the end of October)
Banding test is held on Tuesday 4th December. 25% to applicants of above-average ability
(Band 1 – the top band). • 50% to applicants of average ability (Band 2 – the middle band). •
25% to applicants of below-average ability (Band 3 – the lower band).

Westminster City School COE, is diverse school community which is multi-faith, multicultural.
It is based in Victoria, in Westminster.
The boys come from all over London, The school has a Christian foundation and character but
we welcome boys of all faiths and of no faith
150 boys admitted in Year 7
Westminster City School is relatively small. Class sizes are often under 20 enabling those
who need extra support in English and Mathematics to receive it, sometimes on a one-toone basis.
Their GCSE results are well above the national average with pupils achieving results that are
in the top third nationally.
All applicants for any place will be required to take a test based on English, mathematics
and science. Applicants will be placed into one of three broad ability bands (25% band one,
50% band two and 25% band three). SIF Required.
60% of places to boys from Christian families. Priority will be given to boys whose families
actively attend church.
20% of places to boys who are practising other world faiths
20% of places to boys of no faith who are willing to support the clear religious social and ethical
ethos of the school.
294 Applied for this school in 2018.

OUT OF BOROUGH SCHOOLS (EALING)
•
•

Twyford COE High School. 190 places in Year 7
In Ealing, just near Gunnersbury lane, off Uxbridge Road.

•
•
•
•

They have selected primary feeder schools into this school, in Ealing.
They have a point system for their admission criteria.
21 points for COE and 20 points for World Faiths. The point system includes how
often your child and the family attend church, what type of church and in what
deanery.
World Faiths offer 21 places and does not include Catholic or Jewish schools.

•

19 places will go to music specialist places.

•
•

Application forms must be in for a MSP by 28th September 2018.
The first test is on 4th /5th October. 2nd test is 11th /12th October.

•

You will be informed on National Offer Day of your child was successful in gaining
a music specialist place.

Out of Borough Schools (Wandsworth)
•
•

•

Ashcroft Technology Academy. Mixed.
240 Places in Year 7.
Ashcroft is a state funded school, independent from the local authority
control.
Specialism is Technology.
It has spent £14 million on new buildings and refurbishment to ensure that it
is a state of the art technology academy.

•

24 specialist places are available for a technology aptitude test.

•

A SIP form is required for the test, available from the school website.
Closing date for applications for the test is 14th September 2018. The test
will be on 1st October.

•

Ashcroft have 5 bands A-E. Your child will be banded by the Non-verbal
reasoning test set by the borough.

•

Their criteria is banding and distance. Straight Line.

•
•

Appointment only to visit the Academy on open mornings/evenings
Tel: 0208-877-0337

•

1300 Applied to the Academy in 2018.

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fulham prep School
Kings College School for Boys (Wimbledon)
Monkton Combe (Bath)
St James Independent School (Olympia)
South Hampstead High (Hampstead)
Queen’s College school for girls (Westminster)
Wycombe Abby Boarding School( High
Wycombe)

Common Myths
I have a better chance of
an offer at the schools
I place highest on the
common application form.

.

SIF Information Required by Schools:
Some schools will require you to complete an additional form, usually referred to as
a Supplementary Information Form (SIF):
• Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School (Certificate of Catholic Practice)
• Chelsea Academy (if applying for a musical aptitude place)
• Holland Park School (if applying for a visual arts aptitude place)
• All Saints Catholic College (mixed) (Certificate of Catholic Practice)
• St Thomas More Language College (Certificate of Catholic Practice)
• Lady Margaret School
• Sacred Heart High School (Certificate of Catholic Practice)
• Fulham Boys’ School (if applying for Foundation places)
• London Oratory School (Certificate of Catholic Practice)
• West London Free School (if applying for a musical aptitude place
• Grey Coat Hospital
• St Augustine’s CE High School
• St George’s Catholic High School (Certificate of Catholic Practice)
• St Marylebone CE School
• Westminster City School

Additional Information.
Many schools will require your child to sit a banding test.
These are verbal and none verbal reasoning tests.
Most Schools have 3 bands A,B and C
However there are a few schools that will have 4 and 5 bands.
These test are usually held in November and on a weekend. If you apply to a school
that has a banding test scheme, your child MUST attend the banding test, otherwise
your application for that school becomes no longer applicable.
Some schools you will have to make appointments to visit, on their open days
/evenings, so please ensure you check this either in the booklet or on the school
website.
Most schools will offer a working day visit, which is usually in the morning, and
often on Wednesdays. I strongly recommend you all visit the schools’ you are
considering on a working day visit. It will give you a much better idea of the school
in action on a normal – working day.

Banding Test Information for Schools:
Some schools require your child to sit a banding test:
• Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School
• Holland Park School
• St Thomas More Language College
• Hammersmith Academy ( Two tests, September & November)
• Lady Margaret School
• Fulham Boys School
• Sacred Heart High School
• Grey Coat Hospital
• Marylebone Boys’ School
• St Augustine’s CE High School
• St Marylebone CE School
• Westminster City School
If you apply online you will be notified if there is an additional form to complete or
if your child must sit a banding test.
You will also find this information on the individual school websites and in the Hammersmith and Fulham /
RBKC & Westminster secondary school brochure.

Over subscription criteria
These are often based on the following:
(Not necessarily in this order)
Priority given to EHCP / Looked after pupils
pupils with a medical or social need

Children of staff at the school / Founders of the school
Sibling at the school (sometimes)
Specialist places : Such as, Musical Aptitude Performing Arts / Art Places,
Design Technology, ICT, Sport and so on
Church attendance/commitment/ Baptism

Ability( Banding Tests)
Distance

Things To Be Aware Of…
Note that Chelsea Academy has a ‘feeder school’ criterion, and will prioritise applications
from children attending 11 specific Kensington & Chelsea schools (see brochure for full
details).
If your child does not attend one of these primary schools but you live close to
Chelsea Academy, it can still be listed as a preference, but we strongly advise listing
additional preferences (e.g. Hurlingham Academy).
• Hurlingham Academy (in Hammersmith & Fulham) is now run by United Learning. This
is the chain behind the extremely popular, Paddington Academy in Westminster.
• Pimlico Academy in Westminster will sometimes offer to residents in the south of
Kensington & Chelsea, but you should check the previous year’s offer map to get an idea
whether you are likely to be offered a place.
• If you would prefer single-sex education for a girl, please be aware that Fulham Cross
Girls’ School can generally offer places to girls living in a large portion of Kensington &
Chelsea.

• If you would prefer single-sex education for a boy, please be aware that Fulham College
Boys’ School and Westminster City School can generally offer places to boys living in a
large portion of Kensington & Chelsea.

Things to be aware of….
Local school options Things to be aware of…

• Please note that Fulham Boys’ School offer some places at random within
concentric circles from the school.
Fulham College Boys’ School offer on straight line distance, and will
generally have places available for boys in Kensington & Chelsea.
• If you are interested in Catholic schools please be aware that some schools
offer using a random tie-break criterion (e.g. Cardinal Vaughan) and therefore
living close to the school will not give you priority. It is worth considering other
Catholic schools which offers places to Catholic applicants on the basis of
distance (e.g. St Thomas More, All Saints Catholic College).
• Explore school options outside the borough, particularly in Hammersmith &
Fulham, Westminster, and Wandsworth.
Where relevant, offer maps are provided at: www.rbkc.gov.uk/cut-distancemaps

Things to be aware of:
Catholic School now require a Certificate of Catholic Practice, obtainable from
you priest. 3 out of 4 weeks attendance and attending all holy saint days/ holy
obligation days.
• If you would prefer single‐sex education for a girl, please be aware that Fulham
Cross Girls’ School may not always offer as far as the North of Hammersmith &
Fulham. You should also investigate other options outside the borough, for example
Ellen Wilkinson in Ealing, Buntwood in Wandsworth or The Green School in
Hounslow.

Maps
• On most school websites there are maps of distance criteria available.

• On google you can search for a site that will give you either “straight line” distant
measurements or “As the crow flies” measurements, to the secondary school of
your choice from your home address.
• Maps are available on the school Admissions website for those schools with a
priority Zone Area.
Where relevant, offer maps are provided at:

www.rbkc.gov.uk/cut-distance-maps
• Examples being. Kensington Aldridge Academy, Holland Park, Lady Margaret's,
St Marylebone Girls and so on.
• Some examples on the next slides:

How the Selection Process Works
This is how the pan-London admissions process works.
The Pan-London Admissions Board does not vary the amount of weight it
gives to a parent's application to a particular school depending on where that
parent has ranked the school on the Form.
This means Choice 1 to Choice 6
Rather, it takes all the schools you've named on your Form, regardless of
where you've ranked them, and applies the over-subscription criteria of those
schools.
Once it has worked out which of the schools on your Form you qualify for a
place at, then (and only then) does it look at your order of preferences.
You'll then be offered a place at the school you've ranked highest amongst the
schools you qualify for a place at.

Example 1
Preference
rank

School

Potential Offer?

Outcome

1st

Kensington
Aldridge Academy

Yes

Place Offered

2nd

Ark Burlington
Danes

Yes

Withdrawn as
higher offer met

3rd

Chelsea Academy

No

Withdrawn as
higher offer met

4th

Holland Park

Yes

Withdrawn as
higher offer met

5th

Pimlico Academy

No

Withdrawn as
higher offer met

6th

St Thomas More

Yes

Withdrawn as
higher offer met

EXAMPLE 2
Preference
rank

School

Potential Offer?

Outcome

1st

Cardinal
Vaughan

No

Placed on
waiting list

2nd

London Oratory

Yes

Place offered

3rd

Gunnersbury
Catholic
School

No

Withdrawn as
higher offer met

4th

Holland Park

Yes

Withdrawn as
higher offer met

5th

No
preference
made

6th

No
preference
made

Late applications
If you apply after the closing date without a valid reason, your application will only
be considered after the offer date: 1 March 2018.
Your child’s name will be added to waiting lists along with those unsuccessful
applications considered in the initial allocation round.

If there is an exceptional reason for applying after the closing date and by 7th
December 2018 (for example, you have just moved to the area), it may be possible
to consider your application with those that were made on time.
Other circumstances will be considered and each case decided on its own merit.
Examples of reasons that would not be accepted include failure of a primary school
to remind a parent to apply, late return from a family holiday or non-receipt of an
application form due to postal issues.

You are advised to contact the admissions team as soon as possible if submitting
an application after the closing date.

Waiting lists
Your child’s name will automatically be added to the waiting list for any Hammersmith &
Fulham schools that could not be offered. Any schools you named as a lower preference
than the school offered to your child would have been withdrawn under the coordinated
arrangements. You will need to re-apply to these schools if you want your child to be
included on a waiting list.
If you have not been offered a place at a school in another borough and require waiting list
information, you will need to contact the school or the borough that maintains the school.
Waiting lists are ordered in accordance with the published admission criteria for each school
and places will be offered to children as vacancies arise with no differentiation between on-time
or late applications.
The management of the waiting lists for some schools in RBKC will be up to the schools
and some to School Admissions Team. You will have to contact either the school or
School Admissions Team.
Waiting list positions will be available from 29 March 2019.
As a result of vacancies arising, the governors or admissions team on behalf of the school
will determine who is offered the next place(s) in accordance with the published admission
criteria and waiting list ranking.
You will be notified of any offer that can be made by the admissions team from
29 March 2019 onwards.

A child’s position on the waiting list can go down as well as up.
• For example, if a new application is submitted and they meet a higher priority
against the admission criteria for the school, the waiting list will need to be
revised to include the new applicant. The offer of a place does not depend on
the length of time your child’s name has been on the waiting list and there can
never be any guarantee a place will be offered.

• You will be contacted at some point during the academic year to indicate
continued interest to remain on the waiting list.
• If you do not respond, your child’s name will be removed from the list unless you
inform us otherwise.
• This exercise is carried out to ensure waiting lists only ever include children who
would take up an offer for a school if it became available.

What parents/carers need to do!
•

Think about your options early. NOW!!

•

If your child’s class teacher has approached you to start non verbal and
verbal reasoning tests then your child has a good chance, if they meet the
rest of the school’s criteria, of getting into a grammar or more selective
school. Don’t wait until September to start this practise if you are
thinking about this as an option.

•

Look through the book– ‘YOUR CHOICE OF SECONDARY SCHOOL
TRANSFER’ available on line from September 2018.

Also look at “Hints and Tips” booklet, Given out in school in September
2018, which will help guide you through the process. These are both on line
at the RBKC website, School Admissions section.

•

Look at school websites for more information and admissions criteria /
foundation place forms (SIP)

What Parents / Carers Need to Do Now!
•

Consider the schools that you think you may be likely to get into. E.g. if
you are not a Catholic you will never get into London Oratory/
Cardinal Vaughan, Sacred Heart etc.

•

Be realistic about your school choice and what will be right for your
child.

•

Start to plan your diary to attend Open days/ evenings. Visit the school
in a working day

•

Talk to your Year 6 Teacher / Head Teacher or Miss Lord about
possibilities/ your choices.

•

Fill out your application online. If you need access to the school ICT
suite please see someone in the school office to arrange this.

Appeals
• You are entitled to appeal for a school place at any school that you have been
unsuccessful in obtaining a place at.
• Appeals will be heard May to July (depending on the school), by an independent panel
and the school is required to comply with the decision of the panel.
• Be realistic about your chances of securing a place via the appeal process. The appeal
breakdown from last year is provided below:

School Appeals
All Saints Catholic College

Heard Appeals
0

Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School
48
Chelsea Academy
6
Holland Park
28
Kensington Aldridge Academy
0
0
St Thomas More Language College
1
School Admissions Team Email: school.admissions@rbkc.gov.uk
Tel. 020 7745 6432 (9am to 2pm Monday to Friday)

Upheld
0
5
0
1
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The online application process
The web address is www.eadmissions.org.uk
Welcome to the eAdmissions website
The eAdmissions website re opens on 1st September 2018
for new applications for secondary transfer in September
2019.
The 33 Local London Authorities and Surry County
Council are working together to make it easier for
Parents and Carers to apply for a school place.
You will need an email address to be able to use this
eAdmissons website.

We recommend Gmail:
To start your application:
Log in to your account or create a new account
Further Guidance is given in the on- line booklet “Moving
on up”.

Key Dates
You will be able to apply on line at
www.rbkc.gov.uk/schools/admissions

1st September 2018

Paper applications will be available on request from the
school admissions team.
Your choice of secondary school brochure will be available
on-line in September 2018 and some copies will be
distributed to your primary school in the 1st/2nd week of
September 2018.

Closing date for application:
31st October 2018

If you are applying on line you will have up until 11.59pm on
31st October to submit your application.
If you are applying on a paper form you will have to ensure
that your application is received by the Admissions Team,
by 5.pm on the closing date.

Key Dates
National Offer Day:
1st March 2019

The Admissions Team will write to you advising you of the
outcome of your application. All letters will be sent by first
class mail.
Online applications will be notified by text /email on the
evening of the 1st March

15th March 2019

This is the deadline for ALL applicants to accept or
decline their school offer.
Waiting lists for schools, held by the school admissions
team will be available to you.

29th March 2019
onwards

Additional offers will be made as a result of withdrawals
/decline places and late applications for schools with
vacancies from this date.

Key Dates
15th April 2019

If you lodge an appeal and to ensure that it will be heard
by the end of the summer term, this is your deadline to
get it in to the Admissions team, if they are managing
Appeals.
If schools individually are dealing with appeals, then they will
have their own deadlines for appeals. You will find this
information on the school’s website, under “admissions
criteria” or “Appeals Procedure”

June / July 2019

Appeals managed by the Admissions Team are heard
by an independent panel.
Voluntary aided schools, Academies and Free
Schools will also arrange for appeals to be heard by
the end of the Summer term.

September 1st Week

Your children start their new educational journey at
Secondary School.

More Information
Then press the link for schools
Then press the link for School Admissions.
All information regarding secondary school transfer, the online
application form link and School distant Maps are in this area on
the website.
Sam Lord
Transition Consultant Coordinator
Email: sam.lord@lbhf.gov.uk
The majority of Applications will be on line for 2019-2020
All Applications MUST be in by 31st October at midnight
You will hear about your secondary school place on 1st / 2nd / 3rd
March 2019 at 5pm by text or email. Then a letter will follow.

